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FROM HARRIMAN 

Re Saigon's 8 sent Department 28 

Contrary Thuan's allegations, US DEL has not "conceded point 
most vital to Viet Nam's security; " but instead spent all 
last weekend assuring that Lao declaration would contain 
point both we and GVN DEL consider most vital. This (#) 
developments and made it manifest that this effort related 
directly to our concern for Vietnamese security. 

By contrast, 'GVN insistence upon clause re Integration/De- .. 
mobilization Lao armed forces would have only marginal 
effect upon Vietnamese security. Troika arrangements now 
prevailing re Lao defense matters assure that, pending 
Integration/Demobilization, strategically important 
Mekong River Valley, which contains most significant potential 
infiltration routes, will remain in friendly hands. Souvanna 
will make formal statement re Integration/Demobilization 
in final Plenary and will stipulate his Government's policy 
pursue that goal. Important point we have established, by- 
airing this issue publicly in Geneva is fact that Communist, 
rather than Western DELs, obstructed inclusion this matter in 
International Agreement. Therefore, Communists precluded making 

international issue over continued existence FAR during 
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CONFE 1207, July 10, 6 PM 

pre-integration period. Under circumstances believe this 
settlement of issue is best arrangement and do not consider 
it a concession, particularly as General Phoumi prefers it. 

Believe you should explain these points carefully to Thuan 
and Mau, making them understand realities Lao agreement as 
well as international opprobrium which they will invite if 
they refuse adjpept these realities. 

TUBBY 

CC 

(#) Omission, correction to follow. 
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